This is a work for hire produced for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), which owns all rights, title, and interest in and to all data and other information developed for this project under its contract with the report producer. The report may be cited and brief passages from this publication may be reproduced without permission provided that credit is given to TxDOT and the firm that produced it. Permission to reprint an entire chapter, section, figures or tables must be obtained The proposed project will involve the replacement of the bridge over the San Antonio River at a new location and the realignment of County Road 134, both to match with the new bridge location and to eliminate a right angle turn in the old road. The new right-of-way will be 100 ft. with two 10 ft. lanes. The old Warren pony truss bridge will not be retained due to objections of the landowner.
The survey and associated background research resulted in an assessment of the structural remains, the location of an early aerial photograph and contemporary maps of the property and structures, a small amount of informant information, and a small amount of historical data. This information was used to fill out a nomination form for the National
Register of Historic Places so that a determination of eligibility could be made. In the opinions of archaeologists, from both the Archaeology Section of the SDHPT and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
at the Texas Historical Commission (THC), the site meets the criteria for nomination.
In concord with the office of the SHPO, it was agreed that mitigation of the bridge replacement project would consist of the archaeological survey already performed on the site and more extensive archival research than had been done for the survey.
Informant interviews
conducted during t h e study a r e presented i n Appendix I. T r a n s c r i p t s of deed records a r e presented i n Appendix II. The bridge i s t o be t r e a t e d s e p a r a t e l y and w i l l be recorded through t e c h n i c a l drawings and photographs.
S e v e r a l persons were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e c o l l e c t i o n of information herei n reported. D r . Clyde Bullion, of t h e Environmental and Community F a c t o r s Section of t h e Highway Design Division SDHPT, and Mr. Leo J.
G l e i n s e r , Senior Resident Engineer of t h e SDHPT residency i n Goliad, provided some of t h e information on t h e e a r l y community. More complete a r c h i v a l r e s e a r c h was performed by members of t h e Goliad County H i st o r i c a l Commission a t t h e request of t h e SDHPT. The i n i t i a l survey and a r c h i v a l search were performed by t h e author of t h i s r e p o r t .
GENERAL HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
European occupation of t h e a r e a now known a s Goliad County stemmed from t h e e x p l o r a t i o n s and mapping of t h e Gulf Coast by Alonso Alvarez de Pineda i n 1519 (Fig. 1) . The shipwrecked members of t h e P a n f i l o de Narvaez expedition t o F l o r i d a of 1527 landed, most likely, on t h e barr i e r i s l a n d a t present Matagorda Bay.
Four members of t h e expedition survived t o t e l l t h e t a l e (Nunez Cabeza de Vaca 1906: 35-131) and t o provide information on t h e p r e h i s t o r i c occupants of t h e v i c i n i t y of
Goliad County. The f i r s t European s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e a r e a was on p r e s e n t
G a r c i t a s Creek near its mouth a t Matagorda Bay, t h e n thought t o be La
Bahia d e l E s p i r i t u Santo marked on t h e Pineda map.
There were rumors of a French colony e s t a b l i s h e d somewhere on t h e Spanish Gulf Coast. An extensive hunt was taken up both on land and sea by Spanish o f f i c i a l s (Weddle 1973), having l i t t l e e f f e c t u n t i l Alonso de
Leon, Governor of Coahuila, entered t h e a r e a i n 1688 and captured t h e French survivor Jean (Juan) Gery (de Leon 1688a and 1688b). Following t h e . d e s t r u c t i o n of La S a l l e s F o r t S t . Louis and t h e c a p t u r e of t h e remainder of t h e French s u r v i v o r s , another expedition l e d by Alonso de
Leon was s e n t t o La Bahia d e l E s p i r i t u Santo t o e s t a b l i s h a p r e s i d i o and t o e s t a b l i s h missions among t h e Tejas Indians (de Leon 1690). A p r e s i d i o was f i r s t placed a t t h e s i t e of Fort S t . Louis i n A p r i l of 1722
by t h e Marquez de San Miguel de Aguayo on h i s colonizing expedition (Santos 1981:78-79, 98-103) . The p r e s i d i o was named Nuestra Senora de
Loreto. The Mission of E s p i r i t u Santo de Zuniga was a l s o founded.
The La Bahia d e l E s p i r i t u Santo establishments were moved t o Mission
Creek (now i n V i c t o r i a County) and t h e Guadalupe River i n 1726 and f i n a l l y t o t h e San Antonio River i n 1750 (O'Connor 1966:10-23) . This f i n a l l o c a t i o n served a s t h e seed from which t h e present community and county of Goliad grew. Along t h e San Antonio River, a l a r g e number of missions and p r i v a t e ranches was e s t a b l i s h e d (Myres 1969, Weddle and Thonhoff 1976 Nacogdoches, t h e new c o l o n i s t s grew r e s t i v e under t h e r e s t r i c t i v e Cent r a l i s t government. I n 1832, t h e F e d e r a l i s t s pulled off t h e i r own coup under t h e generalship of Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. Texas declared i n f a v o r of t h e F e d e r a l i s t c o n s i t i t u t i o n of 1824, r e s u l t i n g i n b r i e f skirmishes a t Velasco and Nacogdoches.
The period between 1833 and 1835 was complex i n Mexican p o l i t i c s , f i n a l l y r e s u l t i n g with Lopez de Santa Anna i n power, t h i s time a s a Cent r a l i s t . Meanwhile, Goliad suffered a s e r i o u s cholera epidemic ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:8-10). As a r e s u l t of t h e C e n t r a l i s t government, t h e t e r r i t o r y of Quintana Roo, t h e s t a t e of Yucatan, t h e s t a t e of Veracruz, t h e s t a t e of Zacatecas, and t h e Texas portion of t h e s t a t e of Coahuila y
Texas r e b e l l e d .
I n September of 1835, government f o r c e s attempted t o disarm c o l o n i s t s a t
Gonzales, r e s u l t i n g i n a small f r a c a s . I n October, a group l e d by George Collingsworth and Ben Milam took t h e p r e s i d i o a t La Bahia with few c a s u a l t i e s on e i t h e r s i d e . B y t h i s time t h e f e v e r f o r a c t i o n was high. Dr. James Grant of S a l t i l l o proposed an a t t a c k on Matamoros.
T h i s a t t a c k was, however, preceded by a small b a t t l e a t Bejar. I n order t o proceed with t h e Matamoros venture, s u p p l i e s were s t r i p p e d of t h e Tejano g a r r i s o n a t Bejar. James Fannin was placed i n command of a r e s e r v e o r second wave group. When he heard of t h e approach of t h e Mexican army he attempted t o advise Grant t o withdraw but Grant would not l i s t e n . Fannin concentrated a t P r e s i d i o de La Bahia (Loreto) now renamed F o r t Defiance. I n February of 1836 he received orders t o r e i n f o r c e t h e g a r r i s o n a t Bejar and, a f t e r an aborted attempt, gave up.
I n March, t h e Mexican army s e n t a small contingent t o San P a t r i c i o , c a p t u r i n g t h e commands of Grant and Johnson ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:12) a f t e r t h e f a l l of t h e "Texian" g a r r i s o n a t t h e f o r t i f i e d mission of San Antonio de Valero. Fannin was ordered t o withdraw from La Bahia L a t e r i n t h e day, Urrea's column confronted Fannin. Rather t h a n withdraw t o a d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n , he formed a square i n an open f i e l d . The p o s i t i o n was surrounded and f i g h t i n g continued u n t i l dark.
The n e x t morning a r e q u e s t f o r s u r r e n d e r was dispatched t o Fannin. The p r i s o n e r s of w a r were r e t u r n e d t o La Bahia (Brown 1970:601-609; Castaneda 1971:221-230) . On o r d e r s from Santa Anna t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e p r i s o n e r s were executed.
The e v e n t s a t Bejar and La Bahia p r e c i p i t a t e d a mass f l i g h t of Anglo c o l o n i s t s , known a s " t h e runaway scrape." The war was p r e c i p i t a t e l y ended i n a f i e l d a t t h e confluence of Buffalo Bayou and t h e San J a c i n t o River w i t h t h e c a p t u r e of t h e Mexican p r e s i d e n t , General Antonio Lopez d e S a n t a Anna. General V i c i n t e F i l i s o l a , a n I t a l i a n i n t h e s e r v i c e of Mexico, was i n charge of t h e Mexican g a r r i s o n a t La Bahia following t h e c a p t u r e of h i s commanding g e n e r a l . I n M a y of 1836 F i l i s o l a proceeded t o remove t h e Mexican army s o u t h of t h e Rio Bravo (Rio Grande).
Following t h e removal of t h e Mexican army, Lipan and Comanche I n d i a n s made r a i d s on t h e herds, and lagging Mexican s o l d i e r s a l s o h i t t h e ranches. Land s p e c u l a t i o n was rampant w i t h many newcomers encroaching on o l d e s t a b l i s h e d g r a n t s . Meanwhile, General Urrea r e p l a c e d F i l i s o l a and was ordered by t h e Mexican p r e s i d e n t pro tempore t o proceed a g a i n s t
Texas from h e a d q u a r t e r s i n Matamoros, Tamaulipas. Three Mexican s h i p s were c a p t u r e d i n Copano; w i t h them information was gained t h a t Urrea was planning a new o p e r a t i o n a g a i n s t Texas. Because of t h e d i s c o v e r y of t h e o p e r a t i o n and r e c o g n i t i o n of independent Texas by England and France, t h e i n v a s i o n was h e l d o f f u n t i l March of 1842 ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:16). On t h a t d a t e Goliad was r a i d e d by a f o r c e of 40 men; and a n o t h e r group l e d by General Vasquez appeared a t B e j a r , occupied t h e town f o r a couple of days, and returned t o Mexico w i t h much of t h e Hispanic population.
A second Mexican i n v a s i o n of t h e Republic took p l a c e i n September of 1842, and was l e d by General Adrien Woll. The B a t t l e of Salado Creek, i n Bexar County, took p l a c e a f t e r Woll occupied t h e town. S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , Woll r e t r e a t e d t o Matamoros (Nance 1964:344-363) . Following t h i s r e t r e a t , t h e Texans planned t h e d i s a s t r o u s Mier e x p e d i t i o n of December of 1842 (McCutchan 1978) . N a t u r a l l y , m i l i t a r y u n i t s were f r e q u e n t l y passing through a wild and dangerous Goliad. I n December 1845, Texas was annexed t o t h e United S t a t e s and Anson J o n e s , p r e s i d e n t of t h e Republic of Texas, turned over t h e r e i n s of government t o Governor J. Pinckney Henderson i n February of 1846.
United S t a t e s t r o o p s were stationed i n t h e a r e a c a l l e d t h e Nueces S t r i p which was claimed, w i t h no h i s t o r i c a l foundation, by Texas.
T h e i r presence soon r e s u l t e d i n t h e b a t t l e s of P a l o A l t o and Resaca de l a Palma and was t h e beginning of t h e war w i t h Mexico i n which Mexico l o s t a b o u t h a l f i t s n a t i o n a l t e r r i t o r y t o t h e United S t a t e s . Texas Rangers took p a r t i n e a r l y f i g h t i n g but were withdrawn, b o t h because General Zachary Taylor considered them too unruly and t o p r o t e c t t h e Texas f r o n t i e r from I n d i a n a t t a c k ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:18-19) . S e v e r a l Ranger companies continued w i t h Taylor, however. A f t e r t h e c a p t u r e of Mexico C i t y , t h e T r e a t y of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed, ceding a l l of Texas, and t h e t e r r i t o r y of New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, Utah, and C a l i f o r n i a t o t h e United S t a t e s (Meyer and Sherman 1979:346-353) .
Following t h e war, w i t h s e c u r i t y e s t a b l i s h e d , t r a d e boomed, w i t h wagon t r a i n s going from I n d i a n o l a through Goliad t o San Antonio and New
Braunfels. European immigrants began t o e n t e r t h e a r e a from Germany, Alsace, Bohemia, Poland, and o t h e r regions. As t r a d e and immigration i n c r e a s e d , t h e community prospered and developed. The economy was a l s o a i d e d by immigrants going t o t h e C a l i f o r n i a gold f i e l d s who were passing through and having wagons b u i l t i n Goliad.
During t h i s p e r i o d was an a f f a i r c a l l e d t h e " c a r t war"--the r e s u l t of competition between l o c a l
f r e i g h t e r s and carreteros h i r e d by merchants i n San Antonio. Ambushes, sabotage of c a r t s , and v i g i l a n t e hangings c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e y e a r 1851 ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:20).
During t h e period following t h e Mexican War and preceding t h e War
Between t h e S t a t e s , t h e H i l l y e r Female College, t h e Aranama College, Goliad College, and Paine Female I n s t i t u t e were founded. The development of t h e a r e a as an e d u c t i o n a l c e n t e r was suspended when t h e C i v i l W a r began i n 1861. The e n t i r e s t u d e n t body of Aranama c o l l e g e e n l i
s t e d f o r t h e s t a t e m i l i t i a and o t h e r men of t h e county e i t h e r v o l u n t e e r e d f o r v a r i o u s u n i t e o r were c o n s c r i p t e d . The few s l a v e s i n t h e county continued working throughout t h e war. Being on one of t h e major c o t t o n r o u t e s , Goliad had much t r a f f i c pass through u n t i l t h e c o a s t was blockaded. The l o c a l economy t h e n became one of s u b s i s t e n c e ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:22-23).
With t h e end of t h e C i v i l W a r , and t h e a t t e n d a n t l o s s of p r o p e r t y and m i l i t a r y r u l e by t h e conquerors, many people were ruined economically.
Negro t r o o p s were placed i n charge of t h e town and county of Goliad.
Imposed new laws caused c o n s i d e r a b l e resentment on both s i d e s ; ex-slaves r e f u s e d t o work f o r wages. This s i t u a t i o n produced "Black Codes" a t t e m p t i n g t o r e q u i r e b l a c k s t o work f o r t h e i r sustenance. General C h a r l e s G r i f f i n of t h e occupation army removed from o f f i c e t h e duly e l e c t e d governor and e s t a b l i s h e d m i l i t a r y r u l e . He was succeeded by
General J. J. Reynolds, who f o r c e d t h e e l e c t i o n of E. J. Davis a s governor i n a t r a v e s t y of a n e l e c t i o n (Ramsdell 1970:108-114) . Davis
c r e a t e d a s t a t e p o l i c e f o r c e d i r e c t l y under h i s o r d e r s , which was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s e r i o u s t r o u b l e and v i o l a t i o n s of t h e law a c r o s s t h e
s t a t e ; and democratic p a r t y meetings were broken up. One group of p o l i c e o p e r a t i n g i n t h e Goliad a r e a became known as t h e " r e g u l a t o r s . "
The e l e c t i o n of 1873 d e f e a t e d t h e carpetbag government. Davis attempted t o have t h e United S t a t e s A r m y i n t e r v e n e but it r e f u s e d t o do so and s t a t e government was r e t u r n e d t o t h e democratic process. With t h e r e t u r n of more s e t t l e d c o n d i t i o n s , t h e farmers and r a n c h e r s could conc e n t r a t e on t h e economic development of t h e county. The c a t t l e had p r o l i f e r a t e d d u r i n g t h e war and proved t o be a major economic foundat i o n , a s they were during t h e Spanish C o l o n i a l Period. Cotton r a i s i n g was t h e second major economic p u r s u i t , with g i n s i n every town i n t h e county. The 1870s and '80s were boom y e a r s i n c o t t o n c u l t u r e ; t h e y were a l s o t h e y e a r s of t h e g r e a t c a t t l e d r i v e s . The S e d a l i a , Chisholm, and Western T r a i l s passed n e a r Goliad. The Western T r a i l was much used by
Goliad r a n c h e r s ( s e e map i n Dary 1981:172).
C a t t l e d r i v e s came t o an end i n 1889 when t h e N e w York, Texas, and Mexican Railroad D i v i s i o n cons t r u c t e d a r a i l r o a d i n t h e county ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:30).
I n August of 1889, a h u r r i c a n e destroyed I n d i a n o l a , t h e p o r t f o r Goliad,
and caused damage i n Goliad i t s e l f . A tornado h i t t h e town i n 1902, d e s t r o y i n g a p a r t of t h e town i n c l u d i n g t h e San Antonio River Bridge and
Brooks College ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:39-41). Some 114 people were k i l l e d and 225 i n j u r e d .
When World War I was underway t h e United S t a t e s s e n t a s a p a r t of i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n t h e 3 6 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , i n c l u d i n g a Goliad Company (K) which saw a c t i o n i n France and Belgium. Following t h e war, a g r i c u l t u r e continued t o develop. Archaeological i n v e s t i g a t i o n and r e s t o r a t i o n was done by t h e Work P r o j e c t s Administration and t h e C i v i l i a n Conservation Corps i n t h e 1930s on E s p i r i t u Santo de Zuniga and P r e s i d i o Nuestra
Senor de L o r e t o de l a Bahia; and preliminary excavation was done a t Nuestra Senora d e l R o s a r i o , t h e Fannin b a t t l e f i e l d , and o t h e r p u b l i c p r o p e r t i e s i n t h e county. Other e v e n t s i n t h e y e a r s between t h e world wars included a t i c k q u a r a n t i n e i n 1921, t h e purchase of a water works system i n 1926, i n a u g u r a t i o n of t h e use of n a t u r a l gas i n 1928, f i r s t paving of s t r e e t s i n 1930, purchase of land f o r a s t a t e park i n 1930, c o n s t r u c t i o n of a sewer system i n 1930, and c o n s t r u c t i o n of sidewalks i n 1933 ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:215-216).
Goliad men and women served i n World War II i n a v a r i e t y of geographic a r e a s and i n many c a p a c i t i e s . Following t h e war t h e v e t e r a n s returned t o take up ranching, farming, and commerce.
Restoration work on t h e p r e s i d i o was completed i n 1967 and Texas Parks and W i l d l i f e Department s t a f f completed work on r e s t o r a t i o n a t E s p i r i t u Santo i n 1977. A county h i s t o r i c a l commission was c r e a t e d i n 1955. This organization was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r placing h i s t o r i c a l markers on s i t e s i n t h e county, t h e e r e c t i o n of a monument a t t h e b i r t h p l a c e of General Ignacio Zaragosa, t h e p u b l i c a t i o n of a county h i s t o r y ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983)
, and t h e establishment and maintenance of a county museum. I n September of 1979
t h e l a s t t r a i n r a n through Goliad. The t r a c k s were subsequently t o r n up.
Throughout t h e period of h i s t o r i c occupation of t h e a r e a of Goliad
County, c a t t l e ranching and, l a t e r , farming have been t h e twin economic bases of t h e county. C a t t l e ranching began i n t h e mid-eighteenth century when E s p i r i t u Santo de Zuniga and Nuestra Senora d e l Rosario were moved t o t h e San Antonio River, while t h e c u l t i v a t i o n of c o t t o n began following t h e Texas Revolution. The c a t t l e i n d u s t r y saw two major boom periods--the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h century and t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h century. Cotton r a i s i n g a l s o saw two major periods of expansion--late n i n e t e e n t h century and t h e period following World War I. The second boom period saw t h e founding and growth of a unique community wholly o r i e n t e d toward c o t t o n processing-Riverdale (Fig. 2 ).
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P e t t u s served w i t h Ben Milam a t t h e b a t t l e of Bexar, fought a t
Concepcion under Moseley Baker, and was a t t h e b a t t l e of San J a c i n t o .
He served i n a temporary Ranger company f o r 18 months ( P r u e t t and Cole 1983:308).
John F. P e t t u s was married t o Sarah York i n 1836. For h i s s e r v i c e t o
t h e r e v o l u t i o n he r e c e i v e d one bounty g r a n t of land and one donation g r a n t (320 and 640 a c r e s r e s p e c t i v e l y ) i n 1838 ( M i l l e r 1967:526,828).
The bounty warrant was l o c a t e d i n Goliad County and was surveyed b u t n o t p a t e n t e d . The warrant was r e j e c t e d by t h e commissioner of t h e Court of
Claims i n 1857. The donation g r a n t was p a t e n t e d t o him i n Llano County i n 1846. He a t t h a t time a l s o received a bounty warrant f o r 640 a c r e s i n Llano County patented a t t h e same time as t h e donation g r a n t . P e t t u s a p p a r e n t l
y s o l d o r traded h i s Llano County land f o r land i n V i c t o r i a
County and i n 1859 purchased approximately 1000 a c r e s .
P e t t u s and h i s o l d e s t son served i n t h e Confederate Army, b u t n e i t h e r a p p l i e d f o r pensions. Sarah York P e t t u s helped e s t a b l i s h t h e f i r s t church i n Charco, and t h e community of Dry Medio was renamed P e t t u s a f t e r John F. (P r u e t t and Cole 1983:308).
The P e t t u s f a m i l y prospered and t h e land was divided among t h e h e i r s who a t t a i n e d t h e i r own s t a t u s i n t h e Goliad community. 
Associated w i t h t h e R i v e r d a l e Gin and M i l l i n g Company and t h e R i v e r d a l e
M e r c a n t i l e Company was t h e Riverdale S t a t i o n on t h e Southern P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d n e a r B e r c l a i r . This property was purchased from W. Apparently it was i n p l a c e f a i r l y e a r l y i n t h e e x i s t e n c e of t h e communi t y i f n o t p r e d a t i n g i t .
T suggest t h a t t h e bridge had been a p a r t of t h e meets and bounds o r i g i n a l l y .
Although t h e bridge has never washed out i n a f l o o d , i t has undergone r e p a i r s a t various times.
The most notable case occurred i n t h e e a r l y 1930s (John Freeman L o t t , Sr., personal communication) when a wagon c r o s s i n g t h e bridge s t a r t e d t h e bridge swaying. The deck apparently c o l l a p s e d behind t h e wagon.
The wagon, team, and d r i v e r reached t h e o t h e r s i d e and much of t h e bridge had t o be r e b u i l t .
Sometime between 1941 and 1953 most of Riverdale was abandoned and t h e s t r u c t u r e s collapsed o r were t o r n down. The Mercantile Company s t o r e ( Fig. 7 ) and school were apparently t h e l a s t b u i l d i n g s t o be removed.
The school was still i n o p e r a t i o n i n 1949 ( t h e c i t y d i r e c t o r y f o r 1948-1949 lists Mrs. Helen C. L o t t a s teacher and p r i n c i p a l with 46 s t u d e n t s ) . M r . John Freeman L o t t , Sr., i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e Mercantile s t o r e was t h e l a s t s t r u c t u r e standing i n t h e community and was t o r n down
i n t h e e a r l y 1950s. The b r i c k s were reused i n a nearby residence. Because the proposed bridge relocation and approach will affect a small portion of the site, impacting a portion of the laborers' quarters, the outhouse of the bookkeeper, and a shallow dump area, it is believed that further work in these areas would provide little additional information.
Since SDHPT work on the site would necessarily be limited to the new right-of-way, the major structures of the site could not be investigated by the SDHPT. 
Castaneda, Carlos E. ( T r a n s l a t o r ) 1971
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APPENDIX I: INFORMANT INTERVIEWS
During t h e 1983 and 1984 i n v e s t i g a t i o n s f o r t h i s r e p o r t , a number of former R i v e r d a l e r e s i d e n t s were interviewed by t h e Goliad County H i st o r i c a l Commission. T h e i r summaries a r e h e r e i n provided.
D o r i s B l u n t z e r D o r i s B l u n t z e r moved t o R i v e r d a l e about 1916.
Her f a t h e r , V. W.
C l a r k e , r a n t h e g i n .
He a l s o had a m i l l where he ground corn meal f o r r e s i d e n t s who came t o town on Saturdays. She s a i d h e r f a t h e r ginned day and n i g h t f o r s e v e r a l months of t h e year. There were f i v e o r s i x Anglo f a m i l i e s l i v i n g i n town a t t h a t t i m e , p l u s s e v e r a l f a m i l i e s of Mexicans and some Negroes who l i v e d i n l i t t l e houses f u r n i s h e d by t h e company. The town of Riverdale was b u i l t along t h e i n s i d e c u r v e of t h e r i v e r .
There was one l a r g e g e n e r a l s t o r e , t h e Riverdale M e r c a n t i l e . Mrs.
B l u n t z e r worked i n t h e d r y goods department t h e r e a f t e r s h e graduated from high school. The s t o r e had a soda f o u n t a i n on one s i d e . She s a y s t h a t t h e school o n l y went t o t h e t e n t h grade, s o s h e had t o go i n t o Goliad t o f i n i s h school. There i s a s l a b e a s t of t h e b r i d g e where t h e o l d s t o r e stood.
There was a l s o a blacksmith shop run by M r . Koenig, t h e f a t h e r of Agnes Lutenbacher.
John Freeman L o t t , Sr.
A group of farmers and landowners i n t h e a r e a e s t a b l i s h e d t h e community of R i v e r d a l e i n t h e e a r l y 1900s. There was a c o t t o n g i n , a blacksmith shop, a h o t e l , a g e n e r a l s t o r e , a s c h o o l , and s e v e r a l r e l a t e d b u i l d i n g s .
There were seven o r e i g h t houses b u i l t t h a t were homes f o r t h e people who r a n t h e community businesses. M i t c h e l l S e e l i g s o n was t h e o r i g i n a l manager of t h e R i v e r d a l e M e r c a n t i l e , and B i l l Lutenbacher succeeded him and r a n i t u n t i l i t c l o s e d i n t h e l a t e 1930s.
" Mr. P. N. Clarke r a n t h e R i v e r d a l e c o t t o n g i n f o r e v e r ; and though I c a n ' t r e c a l l t h e name of t h e f i r s t blacksmith, one of t h e blacksmiths was M r . Harding and a n o t h e r w a s a M r . Koenig.
Mae Baker could t e l l about t h a t 'cause L a r r y Baker worked t h e r e as a young man," r e l a t e s M r . L o t t .
I n t h e e a r l y '30s a man t h a t w a s working f o r Ramsey's crossed t h e R i v e r d a l e Bridge w i t h a wagon and team. The h o r s e s were t r o t t i n g and t h e b r i d g e got t o swaying and f e l l in--collapsed--right behind t h e wagon. The man, team, and wagon reached t h e o t h e r s i d e but t h e b r i d g e had t o be r e b u i l t .
The R i v e r d a l e M e r c a n t i l e was a b r i c k s t r u c t u r e t h a t was t h e l a s t remaini n g b u i l d i n g i n t h e community. I t w a s t o r n down i n t h e l a t e 1940s o r e a r l y 1 9 5 0 s , and t h e b r i c k was purchased by t h e Alton G r i f f i n s t o b u i l d a home a c r o s s t h e San Antonio River j u s t south of Goliad. The home i s p r e s e n t l y owned by t h e Buddy Wheelises.
Agnes Lutenbacher
Agnes Lutenbacher r e l a t e s t h a t people brought work t o h e r f a t h e r ' s blacksmith shop from many m i l e s around, and o f t e n t h e men's wives would come a l s o and spend t h e day a t t h e Lutenbacher's home while t h e men were having t h e i r blacksmithing done.
She s a y s t h a t h e r bother and a f r i e n d b u i l t a croquet ground next t o t h e Koenig home and even equipped i t w i t h e l e c t r i c l i g h t s .
Groups came from as f a r away as B e r c l a i r t o play.
R i v e r d a l e a l s o had a very c o m p e t i t i v e b a s e b a l l team f o r many years. M s .
Lutenbacher t e l l s t h a t t h e r e was a l s o a meat market i n R i v e r d a l e , owned and operated by J i m L o t t , J r . Be operated i t only on weekends, s i n c e t h a t was when a l l t h e country people came t o town t o shop. During t h e c o t t o n season, a h o t e l was i n o p e r a t i o n . A black man did t h e c l e a n i n g , and h i s young w i f e had a c a f e i n t h e h o t e l . M s . Lutenbacher says t h a t sometimes they were "muddied in" during t h e w i n t e r , and j u s t played dominoes and popped corn.
There was i c e d e l i v e r y t o R i v e r d a l e t h r e e days a week. The produce man came on Thursdays, l e a v i n g summer sausage a t t h e s t o r e which was a t r e a t . A t one time t h e r i v e r came up and swallowed Agnes's b r o t h e r ' s boat. When t h e r i v e r subsided, he found h i s b o a t s t i l l t i e d , but overturned, w i t h a 60 l b . c a t f i s h trapped i n s i d e t h e boat.
Sophie S e i d e l Williams Sophie S e i d e l Williams was t h e f i r s t s c h o o l t e a c h e r a t Riverdale (1916).
The s c h o o l was h e l d i n a one-room schoolhouse. She was 16 y e a r s of age when s h e went t h e r e t o teach.
She boarded w i t h t h e Ramsey family who l i v e d about a mile from t h e school. She took a pony w i t h h e r t o r i d e t o s c h o o l , b u t t h e pony g o t l o o s e t h e f i r s t n i g h t s h e was t h e r e and went home t o Goliad. "Miss Sophie" had t o walk t o school, and s h e remembers t h a t s h e g o t soaking wet t h e f i r s t day. Another i n c i d e n t s h e remembers
was t h a t she f a i n t e d one day i n t h e classroom and a l l h e r p u p i l s r a n outside--no one t r i e d t o h e l p h e r o r r e p o r t h e r t r o u b l e t o anyone. Some of t h e Mexican c h i l d r e n who r a n away never came back. Doris Clarke B l u n t z e r was one of "Miss Sophie's" s t u d e n t s a t t h a t time, and Mrs.
B l u n t z e r a l s o t o l d about t h e f a i n t i n g i n c i d e n t . "Miss Sophie" t a u g h t f o r two y e a r s , t h e n s h e took a b u s i n e s s c o u r s e and s t a r t e d working a t t h e Goliad Bank.
APPENDIXII: TRANSCRIBED DOCUMENTS
Included h e r e a r e t r a n s c r i p t s of s e l e c t e d documents p e r t a i n i n g t o Riverd a l e and R i v e r d a l e S t a t i o n . These documents a r e c o p i e s from Goliad
County Deed Records and from minutes of t h e Goliad County Independent School D i s t r i c t meetings. It i s believed t h a t t h e s e documents provide v a l u a b l e d a t a i n t h e understanding of Riverdale. Texas, t h e r e c e i p t of which i s hereby acknowledged, have g r a n t e d , s o l d and conveyed, and by t h e s e p r e s e n t s do g r a n t , s e l l and convey unto t h e s a i d R i v e r d a l e Mercantile Company and s a i d R i v e r d a l e Gin and M i l l i n g Company, j o i n t l y , s h a r e and s h a r e a l i k e , a l l t h a t c e r t a i n t r a c t o r p a r c e l of l a n d , s i t u a t e d i n s a i d Goliad County, Texas, it being seven and 51/100 a c r e s , and being a l l of a c e r t a i n t e n a c r e t r a c t , o u t of o r i g i n a l g r a n t s i n t h e names of A. McKinney, E. Hay, a s s i g n e e , and G.
C o r t i n a s , conveyed t o t h e g r a n t e r h e r e i n by T. F. P e t t u s , by deed dated Beginning at a p o i n t 50 f e e t n o r t h of and a t r i g h t a n g l e s from t h e c e n t e r l i n e of t h e main t r a c k of t h e G.H.&S.A. Railway o p p o s i t e Engin e e r ' s s t a t i o n No. 6767+11. Thence northward a t r i g h t a n g l e s t o s a i d main t r a c k 100 f e e t f o r corner. Thence westward p a r a l l e l e d w i t h and 150
f e e t from t h e a f o r e s a i d c e n t e r l i n e of s a i d railway 1072.2 f e e t t o fence f o r c o r n e r . Thence s o u t h e r l y following s a i d fence 102.1 f e e t t o a p o i n t f o r c o r n e r on n o r t h property l i n e of s a i d railway.
Thence eastward a l o n g t h e s a i d n o r t h property l i n e 50 f e e t from and p a r a l l e l e d w i t h t h e a f o r e s a i d c e n t e r l i n e of s a i d main t r a c k 1092.8 f e e t t o t h e p l a c e of beginning, c o n t a i n i n g 2-40/100 a c r e s of land.
To have and t o hold t h e above described premises, t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l and s i n g u l a r t h e r i g h t s and appurtenances t h e r e t o i n anywise belonging unto (I.R. 50 cent) T. F. P e t t u s
The S t a t e of Texas, County of Goliad.
Before me, t h e undersigned a u t h o r i t y , i n and f o r s a i d Goliad County, Texas, on t h i s day p e r s o n a l l y appeared W. F. P e t t u s , known t o me t o be t h e person whose name i s subscribed t o t h e foregoing instrument, and acknowledged t o me t h a t he executed t h e same f o r t h e purposes and consideration therein expressed. (illegible) Clerk.
S a l e of a T r a c t of Land by J. M. and S a l l i e P e t t u s t o t h e R i v e r d a l e M e r c a n t i l e C o m p a n y KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That we, J . M . P e t t u s and w i f e , S a l l i e P e t t u s , of Goliad County, Texas, f o r and i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e sum of Ten (10.00) D o l l a r s t o u s i n hand paid by R i v e r d a l e M e r c a n t i l e Company, a p r i v a t e c o r p o r a t i o n , of Goliad County, Texas, t h e r e c e i p t of which i s hereby acknowledged, do by t h e s e p r e s e n t s b a r g a i n , s e l l , r e l e a s e and f o r e v e r q u i t c l a i m u n t o t h e R i v e r d a l e M e r c a n t i l e Company, i t s s u c c e s s o r s and a s s i g n s , a l l our r i g h t , t i t l e and i n t e r e s t i n and t o a l l t h a t c e r t a i n t r a c t o r p a r c e l of l a n d , s i t u a t e d i n s a i d Goliad County, Texas, b e i n g p a r t of an o r i g i n a l g r a n t i n t h e name of Geo. S u t h e r l a n d , A b s t r a c t THENCE i n a n o r t h e r l y , e a s t e r l y and s o u t h e r l y d i r e c t i o n w i t h t h e meanders of s a i d San Antonio r i v e r , 690 y a r d s , a l a r g e double tree, marked I V X on t h e Western bank of s a i d r i v e r ; THENCE i n a n o r t h e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n , with t h e e a s t e r n boundary of s a i d Provided, however, it is further understood by all parties hereto, that this conveyance is made to the grantee herein for the sole purpose of conducting a mercantile business thereon, and that in the event said grantee or its successors or assigns, shall use the same for any other purpose, or shall undertake to dispose of the same, or any part thereof, and the same is used for any other purpose, then the title and possession of said property shall forth revert to the Grantor herein.
No. 270, s i t u a t e d t h e South s i d e of t h e San
And the main purpose of this instrument is to, and we do hereby remove said proviso, restriction or limitation contained in said conveyance, and we do hereby change and convert said conveyance into a general warranty deed without limitation or restriction of any kind or character whatsoever.
To have and to hold the said premises, together with all and singular, the rights, privileges and appurtenances thereto in any manner belonging unto the said Riverdale Mercantile Company, its successors and assigns, forever, so that neither we the said J. M. Pettus and wife, Sallie Pettus, nor our heirs, nor any person or persons claiming under us, shall, at any time hereafter, have, claim or demand any right or title to the aforesaid premises or appurtenances or any part thereof.
Witness our hand this the 11th day of February, A.D. 1933.
J. M. Pettus
Sallie Pettus
THE STATE OF TEXAS, COUNTY OF GOLIAD
Before me, the undersigned authority, in and for said State and County, on this day personally appeared J. M. Pettus and wife, Sallie Pettus, both known to me to be the persons whose names are subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and each acknowledged to me that they each executed the same for the purposes and considertation therein expressed, and the said Sallie Pettus, wife of the said J. M. Pettus, having been examined by -me privily and apart from her husband, and having the same fully explained to her by me, she, the said Sallie Pettus acknowledged such instrument to be her act and deed, and declared that she had willingly signed the same for the purposes and consideration therein expressed, and that she did not wish to retract it. The R i v e r d a l e Gin and M i l l i n g Company, a t ' t h e o f f i c e of The F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank of Goliad, i n t h e C i t y of Goliad, i n Goliad County, Texas, b e a r i n g i n t e r e s t from d a t e u n t i l paid a t t h e r a t e of e i g h t per c e n t per annum, t h e i n t e r e s t due and payable a n n u a l l y and providing i f i n t e r e s t i s n o t paid when due and t h e same s h a l l become a s t h e p r i n c i p a l and bear i n t e r e s t a t t h e same r a t e , due, payable and compounded a n n u a l l y . Said n o t e s h a l l a l s o c o n t a i n t h e u s u a l t e n p e r c e n t a t t o r n e y s f e e c l a u s e and payment thereof s h a l l be secured t o be paid by a deed of t r u s t on c e r t a i n r e a l e s t a t e i n Goliad County, Texas, c o n s i s t i n g of t h e one-half i n t e r e s t owned by t h i s c o r p o r a t i o n i n 7.765 a c r e s of l a n d , p a r t of o r i g i n a l g r a n t s t o Ansel McKinney, Abst. No. 218, W. R. G r i f f i t h , Abst.
No. 135, and E. Ray, Assignee of C u a d r i l l a I r r i g a t i o n Co., Abst. No.
353, and 13.743 a c r e s of land ( i n t h r e e p a r c e l s ) , owned by t h i s c o r p o r a t i o n , l o c a t e d on t h e George S u t h e r l a n d , Abst. No. 270, o r i g i n a l g r a n t . Said n o t e s h a l l be a l s o secured t o be paid by a c h a t t e l mortgage on a l l p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y owned by t h i s c o r p o r a t i o n l o c a t e d on s a i d p a r c e l s of l a n d , e x p r e s s l y i n c l u d i n g a l l t o o l s , a p p a r a t u s and machinery used i n connection w i t h t h e g i n p l a n t l o c a t e d thereon. No p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y t o be excepted o r reserved from s a i d c h a t t e l mortgage l i e n .
The s a i d James N. Lincoln, a s P r e s i d e n t of and f o r and i n behalf of t h i s c o r p o r a t i o n i s f u r t h e r hereby a u t h o r i z e d and i n s t r u c t e d t o t r a n s f e r , s e l l and a s s i g n s a i d promissory n o t e t o g e t h e r w i t h s a i d deed of t r u s t l i e n and c h a t t e l mortgage above mentioned t o The F i r s t National Bank of We, James N. Lincoln, as P r e s i d e n t of The R i v e r d a l e Gin and M i l l i n g C o m
pany, and W. L. Lutenbacher, as S e c r e t a r y t h e r e o f , each hereby c e r t i f y t h e above and foregoing i s a t r u e and c o r r e c t copy of a c e r t a i n r e s o l u t i o n duly passed by t h e Board of D i r e c t o r s of s a i d c o r p o r a t i o n on t h e day and d a t e s e t out t h e r e i n , a f u l l quorum being p r e s e n t and v o t i n g i n f a v o r t h e r e o f . BEFORE ME, t h e undersigned a u t h o r i t y , on t h i s day p e r s o n a l l y appeared James N. Lincoln, P r e s i d e n t of The Riverdale Gin and M i l l i n g Company, and W. L. Lutenbacher, S e c r e t a r y of the R i v e r d a l e Gin and M i l l i n g
Witness our hands and t h e s e a l of s a i d c o r p o r a t i o n , t h i s t h e
Company, each known t o me t o be t h e person whose name i s s u b s c r i b e d t o
t h e f o r e g o i n g i n s t r u m e n t , and each acknowledged t o me t h a t he executed t h e same f o r t h e purposes and c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e r e i n expressed, i n t h e c a p a c i t y t h e r e i n s t a t e d . 
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE, t h i
